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Background

Walkability Audit and Report Walkable Communities are the most timeless human settlements, going back thousands

of years. Much of North America has lost its walkability traction. This walkability report measures how far Summit County
has gotten out of step. It is intended to guide land use and transportation decisions in Summit County; to protect, preserve
and restore quality of life, culture, buildings, nature and human health. In one sense, walkability not only determines whether
people will continue to have walking as a viable mode of transportation and as a restorative measure for personal health; but
as a means and method to provide sustainability, as well as set a scale, pace and measure for community building and even-
tual economic prosperity. Walkable scale forms a blueprint for what we value. When so honored, walkability principles and
scale assure compact land form, restoration and protection of landmark buildings. They provide a richer, more diverse mix of
important community parts, and a sensible pattern and distribution of these parts. Through it’s time honored, compact form,
walkability assures proximity to nature, protection of rural lands and open space. Although walkability audits are only one set
of steps to assess economic and community health, they bring together and inspire a broad range of people; they restore con-
fidence, build collaboration and bring about a collective community vision that has legs and traction.

Walkability includes:

Smart Land Development

Like most places in our nation, Colorado’s community development practices are in transition; a reducing emphasis on strips
and sprawl, an increasing focus on centers and hearts of communities. This shift and emphasis brings about protection of
open space, land preservation, affordable transportation, a sound tourism base, age-in-place neighborhoods and vibrant local
and regional economies. Meanwhile, we are almost too late. Research reveals:

Through sprawl patterns of development, Colorado and Summit County have increased sedentary lifestyles and obesity.
Sprawl has isolated and stratified people and led to high dependency on cars. Infrastructure costs to support this outward
growth are not sustainable. In the aging society we live in, this is becoming increasingly problematic.

* Land development in Colorado has greatly outpaced population growth, resulting in the loss of agricultural and rural
lands (sprawl). Energizing sprawl fueled the decline of cities and towns. Such changes are particularly noted in precious
legacy lands that can ill-afford any further loss. At the same time, many communities throughout Colorado lack adequate
work force or affordable housing, This forces many in the working and service classes to drive long distances at increasing
costs, or to be transported by public agencies at costs we are unwilling to fund, or to live in inadequate housing, or both.
Summit County has the potential to capitalize on these problems by building needed infrasiructutre znd complete iwas
where travel times and distances are shortened for many; where new housing product types fit into the community, natu-
rally; where social equity and equality are realized through thoughtful, holistic, complete, designs.

»  Land use, transportation and health agencies can work together collaboratively to overcome the problems associated with
conventional sprawl and strip patterns, to build communities that become prosperous as they focus on building the kind
of places where people want to live, where others want to start up small, new, innovative businesses. Summit County is
well located to allow a future agreeable and attractive to many. We can and should pass on to our children heritage lands
and towns.

Smart Transportation is a thoughtful approach to planning and design of roadways links transportation investments to lo-
cal context. This include financial, community, land use, transportation and environmental contexts. A sound project arises




out of a planning and design process that is sensitive to the needs of both, land use
and transportation, includes input from the local stakeholders, reasonably mitigates
impacts on the environment, and includes a budget that is scaled to the size of the

problem.

ABOUT Dan Burden and the Walkability Movement

Dan Burden, co-founder of Walkable Communities, Inc. and a senior urban designer
and principal of Glatting Jackson Kercher Anglin, Inc., is an internationally recog-
nized authority on bicycle-and pedestrian-oriented facilities, active transportation,
healthy communities and programs. This involves street corridor and intersection
design, traffic calming, Safe Routes to School, campus planning and designing sustain-
able communities. Ie has worked in nearly 2,500 communities throughout North
America as part of his mission to help get the world back on its feet. Each town Dan
has visited has helped him broaden his vision, sensitivities and commitment to help all
towns of all sizes and complexities through their individual journies as a place ovetly
comfortable and dependent on cars, to one whete people come first and foremost,
always. Enrique Penalosa (former mayor of Bogota, Columbia) discovered a time-
less truth about cities, and says it best;  You can have a town that works for cars or a town
that works for peaple, but you cannot have both.”  As it turns out, in North America, those
towns that have done the most to write their destiny for their cars, are struggling:
Those that use a more traditional style, focusing instead on their people, prosper. Cars
should be accommodated, not pampered.

Dan is not simply a technician and auditor, he is an advocate. Unlike many civil ser-
vants that are asked to follow their elected leaders, in 1980 the government of Florida
hired Dan to be an advocate for change. Sitting deep inside the Florida Department
of Transportation, in his role as the nation’s first (combined) bicycle and pedestrian
coordinator, he perfected this advocacy method in government, then took it outside
to form a voice that would reach back inside government. In Dan’s advocacy role he

is quick to dispel both technical and institutional brushoffs.

More information can be found at www.glatting.com or www.walkable.org.
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Report Framework

In the past year and a half, since January 2008, much has
happened to the American and world economies. These are
deep-seated problems and solutions will not come quickly.
But almost all analysts are reaching similar conclusions:

the non-sustainable sprawl patterns and principles to

which we have built, and the unhealthy lifestyles they have
fostered, are nearing their ends. Rather, building or reviving
sustainable, connected, healthy and happy centers will
provide a future that is logical, “green,” socially engaging
and prosperous.

Much of this report provides validation that a small,
dedicated group of Summit County citizens and leaders

are alert to these problems and are willing to help its
people get back on track. Indeed, Summit County’s historic
town-making pattern and its recent new investments in its
downtowns are an indication that a growing number of
people are willing to come together to set a course for a
prosperous and healthy future. Seen from a “15,000-foot-
high lens,” Summit County has not yet suffered badly from
sprawl, and looks mighty fine. On the ground, though,
several missteps and missed opportunities are noted.

The fixes for many of these missed opportunities are
affordable, such as completing sidewalks, linking trails and
neighborhoods, improving public space, putting some roads
into a more urban form and building compelling gateways,
bike lanes and roundabouts.
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This report outlines numerous “low-hanging fruit” projects
that will help provide immediate inspiration, stimulus and
lift during the County’s ongoing makeover. Many other
opportunities are mid-priced and can be funded locally,
while a few are longer-range initiatives, such as ongoing
remakes of SR 9 and U.S. 6. in places like Silverthorne,
Dillon, Frisco and Breckenridge. Meanwhile, there

are hints that broader based future transportation and
community development monies may help bring about

an improved transportation balance -- and this may come
sooner rather than later. Positioning and timing Summit
County’s vision and people will be critical to securing state
or federal funding.

The walkability audits validated many things County
leaders already know. Summit County and the many
communities have an abundance of “places™ and historic
forms that make the communities good placess to live and
invest. The presence of well located, quality downtowns,
with good streets, roads, trails and great neighborhoods
make for a good start for the future. With a modest number
of added investments, such as building true village centers
in places like Silverthorne, Dillon and Frisco, it is possible
to bring Summit County back to a more sound and solid
economic, social, physical and psychological life for its
residents and visitors.




