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TOWN OVERVIEW

Approximately 70 miles west of Denver at an elevation of 9,096 feet, the Town of Frisco is bordered on the east 
by Lake Dillon reservoir and offers 360 degree views of the White River National Forest.  The “Main Street to 
the Rockies”, Frisco is conveniently located off of Interstate 70 and central to four major ski resorts.  As such, the 
Town serves as a popular access point for outdoor enthusiasts and an attractive location for second homeowners.



16

The Town operates and maintains a vast array of recreational amenities, including the Frisco Bay Marina, the 
Frisco Historic Park and Museum, the Frisco Adventure Park at the Peninsula Recreation Area, the Frisco Nordic 
Center, the Frisco/Copper Visitor Information Center, numerous multi-purpose ballfields, a disc-golf course, a 
skateboard park, an extensive paved trail system for all-season use, and several parks, campgrounds and picnic 
facilities.  Frisco also is host to a series of Signature special events, including the Colorado BBQ Challenge, 
Frisco’s Fabulous 4th, Concerts in the Park and Autumn Spectacular.
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History
Frisco has a rich and varied past, serving as a home, a workplace, and a playground for groups as disparate as the 
Ute Indians, trappers, miners, and, now, avid outdoor recreationalists.  The Town was first officially chartered in 
1879 and, by 1882, two railroads had laid tracks to the newly-formed community.  The mining boom, along with 
the businesses, hotels, and saloons that came with it, lasted well into the 1900s.  Frisco, however, was hit hard 
by the Depression.  In 1930, only 18 full-time residents remained.  But Frisco rebounded, showing a remarkable 
resiliency in difficult times.  This resiliency now helps to define the mountain character of the town, as the 
community continues to evolve into a modern, sustainable, family-oriented place to live.

Demographics/Geography
The Town of Frisco currently has an estimated 3,000 full-time residents and is approximately 70 miles west 
of Denver, at an elevation of 9,096 feet above sea-level.  It is situated along Ten Mile Creek, in the shadow of 
12,900-foot Peak One of the Ten Mile mountain range, and is bordered on the east by Lake Dillon reservoir.  
Frisco is largely surrounded by wilderness areas owned by the U.S. Forest Service.  Often referred to as the heart of 
Summit County, the town is conveniently located off of Interstate 70 and very near to four major ski resorts.  As 
such, Frisco also serves as a central gathering point for tourists and an attractive location for second homeowners.

Fiscal
Year

Frisco
Population 

(1)

Summit 
County

Population 
(1)

Median 
Family
Income 

(2)

Per 
Capita
Income 

(3)

School
Enrollment 

(4)
Unemployment

Rate (5)

2001 2,608 
                  

26,355 
                
63,601 

             
33,368 

                    
881 3.0%

2002 2,621 
                  

26,798 
                
67,196 

             
32,629 

                    
893 4.1%

2003 2,631 
                  

27,114 
                
71,900 

             
32,192 

                    
903 4.9%

2004 2,697 
                  

27,443 
                
76,100 

             
35,304 

                    
855 4.3%

2005 2,703 
                  

27,507 
                
78,400 

             
37,461 

                    
844 3.9%

2006 2,742 
                  

27,964 
                
78,400 

             
41,244 

                    
833 3.2%

2007 2,798 
                  

28,611 
                
78,800 

             
43,452 

                    
848 2.8%

2008 2,852 
                  

29,143 
                
81,300 

             
45,355 

                    
808 3.8%

2009 3,005 29,225 
                
85,100 41,789 

                    
816 6.4%

2010  *  * 
                  

87,200  * 
                       

811 7.80%

*Statistics not yet released for 2010
Sources:	 (1) Information from the State of Colorado, Department of Local Affairs (DOLA), Demography Office.

(2) Information from the Summit Combined Housing Authority’s Annual Area Median Income (AMI) for a four person 
household, Summit County only.
(3) Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Department of Commerce, Summit County only.
(4) Summit County School District.
(5) Colorado Department of Labor and Employment - LMI Gateway.
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Governmental Structure
Officially chartered as a Colorado home-rule municipality in 1988, the government operates under the council-
manager form of government.  Policymaking and legislative authority are vested in the Town Council, which 
consists of a mayor and six-member council.  The Town Council is responsible for, among other things, passing 
ordinances, adopting the budget and hiring the Town Manager.  The Town Manager is responsible for carrying 
out the policies and ordinances of the Town Council and for overseeing the day-to-day operations.  For an 
illustration of the Town’s governmental structure, see the organizational chart following this overview.

2011 Town Council
Mayor Bill Pelham

Mayor Pro-Tem Gary Wilkinson
Woody VanGundy

Eileen Davies
Kim Cancelosi
Larry Sawyer

Kent Willis

Town Hall is located at 1 Main Street and the main phone number is (970) 668-5276.  

Services
The Town provides a full range of services, including police protection, street construction and maintenance, 
infrastructure, water services, community development and planning, cultural events and recreational amenities 
and programs.  Sewer and wastewater services are provided by a legally separate entity, the Frisco Sanitation 
District, which the Town does not manage.  Three Town-owned rental properties also help to provide affordable 
space for local non-profit groups.  

Amenities
The Town operates the Frisco Bay Marina, the Frisco Historic Park and Museum, and the Frisco/Copper Visitor 
Information Center.  The Frisco Bay Marina, a full-service facility on Lake Dillon, is a unique asset which sets 
Frisco apart from most other mountain towns.  The Frisco Historic Park and Museum helps new generations of 
citizens and visitors to connect with the Town’s past.  The Frisco/Copper Visitor Information Center is jointly 
funded by the Town and Copper Mountain Ski Resort to provide guests with the resources they need to fully 
enjoy the local experience.  In addition, Frisco maintains a vast array of public parks and recreational amenities.  
The Frisco Adventure Park, located along the shores of Lake Dillon in the Peninsula Recreation Area, contains 
a tubing hill, bike park, terrain park, a multi-purpose ballfield, a disc-golf course, picnic facilities, several 
campgrounds, a skateboard park, the Frisco Nordic Center, the Frisco Day Lodge and an extensive trail system 
for all-season use.  The Ten Mile Recreation Pathway connects Frisco to over 50 miles of paved pathways to Vail, 
Breckenridge, Copper Mountain and Keystone.  The 20-acre Walter Byron Park, along Ten Mile Creek, and the 
four-acre Meadow Creek Park, also provide beautiful settings in which to gather, recreate and relax.   
  



19

LOCAL ECONOMY

Overview
The Town of Frisco, as a central location within Summit County boasting convenient highway access, relies on 
tourism as its main economic driver.  The proximity of many world-class ski resorts, including Copper Mountain, 
Breckenridge, Keystone, Arapahoe Basin, Vail and Beaver Creek, all within a short driving distance, enlivens the 
winter season with guests from all over the globe.  Still more visitors arrive in the winter to explore the vast array 
of other outdoor recreational opportunities, including Nordic skiing at the Frisco Nordic Center, snowmobiling 
and snowshoeing.  Because the town is largely surrounded by protected wilderness and the natural beauty of the 
Rocky Mountains, tourism continues to be a driving force in the spring, summer and fall as well.  Lake Dillon, 
for instance, is a huge asset which gives boating and fishing enthusiasts a unique opportunity to enjoy the high 
peaks from the water.  Real estate, due to the high demand for vacation homes in this natural setting, also has 
become an important facet of the local economy.       

Commercial Areas
The town includes two very distinct commercial areas:  Summit Boulevard and Main Street.  Summit Boulevard 
(Colorado Highway 9) is the main thoroughfare leading from Interstate 70 through Frisco toward Breckenridge.  
This is an automobile-friendly commercial area where most of the national and regional chain stores, restaurants 
and lodgers are located.  With Wal-Mart, Safeway, Holiday Inn, Best Western, six fast-food restaurants and 
numerous other enterprises, this area, by far, generates the greatest amount of revenue for the Town.  Just off 
of Summit Boulevard, the town also has a series of mainly construction-related light industrial facilities and 
warehouses.  In contrast, Main Street hosts many of the locally-owned retail, restaurant and lodging companies 
for which Frisco is known.  Main Street is a quaint, pedestrian-friendly area that gives the town much of its 
unique mountain character and community feel.  The Town also hosts a series of very popular special events on 
Main Street throughout the summer, including the Frisco BBQ Challenge.
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Major industries in 2011 continued to include tourism, real estate, health care, education and governmental 
service.  Many local retailers, restaurants, and lodgers rely heavily upon the tourist trade, but they also rely upon 
the turnover of local properties to spur on redevelopment.  World-class health care providers and the location of 
St. Anthony’s Summit Medical Center just outside of municipal limits help to drive traffic to the area’s merchants.  
The local school system and municipal and county governments also contribute to the well-being of the local 
economy.
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Major Employers
Major employers in 2011 included Wal-Mart, Safeway, Summit Daily News, Town of Frisco, Holiday Inn, Best 
Western and an assortment of lodging, restaurant, retail and construction-related businesses.  In addition, a 
number of entities outside of the municipal limits provide employment for a large portion of the Frisco populace.  
These include Copper Mountain Ski Resort, St. Anthony’s Summit Medical Center, and the Summit County 
School District.  However, many employees currently working in Frisco commute from other areas due to 
increasing housing costs in the Town and in Summit County as a whole.

Employer

Employee
# Range***

2010

Percentage of
Total County
Employment

St. Anthony Summit Medical Center* 100-249 .005-.013%
Summit High School* 100-249 .005-.013%
Wal-Mart 100-249 .005-.013%
Backcountry Brewery 50-99 .003-.005%
Best Western-Lake Dillon Lodge 50-99 .003-.005%
Holiday Inn Frisco 50-99 .003-.005%
Safeway 50-99 .003-.005%
Frisco Station 50-99 .003-.005%
Summit County Ambulance* 50-99 .003-.005%
Summit Middle School* 50-99 .003-.005%
Summit Stage* 50-99 .003-.005%
Town of Frisco 50-99 .003-.005%

Total Employees within Summit County**:  19,833 

*Business not located within municipal limits of the Town of Frisco.
**Unable to obtain the total employees within municipal limits of the Town of Frisco.
***Number of employees for individual employers is available only in ranges.
Information is not available for previous years.
Source: Colorado Department of Labor and Employment - LMI Gateway
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COMMuniTy OF FriSCO
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